Bible Query - Early Manuscripts of Luke

December 2, 2017
Q: In Lk, what are early New Testament manuscripts?

A: Here are many of them.
The Lukan manuscript in Paris of Luke 3:23; 5:36 is dated by Philip Comfort to about 100 A.D. More on this is in the book by Thiede, Carsten P. and Matthew d’Ancona, Eyewitness to Jesus: Amazing New Manuscript Evidence About the Origin of the Gospels (NY Doubleday 1996 206 pp.). They date this as “not much later than 68 A.D., 

Of course, the Gospel of Luke was written prior to Acts.

p3 Luke 7:36-45; 10:38-42 6th/7th century. Alexandrian text.

6th or 7th century - 1968 - The Text of the New Testament.

p4 Luke 1:58-59; 1:62-2:1; 2:6-7; 3:8-4:2; 4:29-32, 34-35; 5:3-8; 5:30-6:16 (mid 2nd century according to The Complete Text of the Earliest New Testament Manuscripts p.33.) A photograph of p4 is in The Complete Text of the Earliest New Testament Manuscripts p.32. p4, p64, and p67 all come from the same manuscript.

The dating of the manuscript is as follows:

3rc century - 1968 - The Text of the New Testament.

3rd century - 1975 - Aland 3rd edition

Similar to early 2nd century - 1990 - Philip Comfort in Early Manuscripts and Modern Translations of the New Testament p.32 notes that until recently it was dated as 3rd century (c.250 A.D.) but since p4 is either a part of the same manuscript as p64 and p67, or else by the same scribe, and p64/67 is known to be early second century, p4 must have a similar date. (However, others say they are not the same.)

3rd century - 1998 - Aland 4th revised edition

Middle 2nd century - 1999 - Philip Comfort in The Complete Text of the Earliest New Testament Manuscripts p.33

p7 Luke 4:1-3 (was in Kiev, now lost) (3rd to 4th century?)

5th century - 1968 - The Text of the New Testament says it only contains Luke 4:1-2.

p42 Luke 1:54-55; 2:29-32 (7th to 8th century) Agrees with Alexandrinus.

7th to 8th century - 1968 - The Text of the New Testament.

p45 Chester Beatty I (all 4 gospels and Acts) (100-150 A.D.) (formerly thought to be late 2nd or early 3rd century A.D.) (Luke 6:31-41; 6:45-7:7; 9:26-41; 9:45-10:1; 10:6-22; 10:26-11:1; 11:6-25, 28-46; 11:50-12:13 (12:9 was never written); 12:18-37; 12:42-13:1; 13:6-24; 13:29-14:10; 14:17-33) The Complete Text of the Earliest New Testament Manuscripts has a photograph showing part of p45 on p.146. On p.150-151 it says that the copy was a loose paraphrase, where he tries to bring out the thought of each phrase. A General Introduction to the Bible p.389 says the original scroll was thought to have about 220 leaves, of which we have 30 leaves preserved. We have 7 leaves from Luke.

3rd century - 1968 - The Text of the New Testament
3rd century - 1975 - Aland et al. Third Edition

3rd century - 1998 - Aland et al. Fourth Revised Edition

Late 2nd or early 3rd century - 1999 - The Complete Text of the Earliest New Testament Manuscripts.

p69 (=Papyrus Oxyrhynchus 2383) Lk 22:40,45-48,58-61 (middle 3rd century). It never contained Luke 22:43-44. The Complete Text of the Earliest New Testament Manuscripts has a photograph showing part of p69 on p.460, as does The Text of the Earliest New Testament Greek Manuscripts p.470.

3rd century - 1968 - The Text of the New Testament.

p75 Bodmer 14/15 Papyrii (most of Luke and John) Contains Luke 3:18b-22a; 3:33-4:2; 4:34-5:10; 5:37-6:4; 6:10-7:32; 7:35-39,41-43; 7:46-9:2; 9:4-17:15; 17:19-18:18; 22:4-24:53. is typically dated 175-200 A.D., or 175-225 A.D. However, its handwriting is very similar to another document, Papyrus Fuad XIX, which is known to have been written 145-146 A.D. The text is very similar to Vaticanus (A General Introduction to the Bible p.390) The Complete Text of the Earliest New Testament Manuscripts has a photograph of part of it on p.495 and says a professional Christian scribe wrote this manuscript and on p.496 says it is 97% identical with Vaticanus (92% the same in John). The Archaeology of the New Testament (Finnegan) has a photograph of Luke 9:23-33 on p.383. The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (1982) vol.6 p.414 has a photograph of Luke 16:9-21, assigning it a date of 175-225 A.D.

beginning of the 3rd century - 1968 - The Text of the New Testament has Luke 3:18-22; 3:33-4:2; 4:34-5:10; 5:37-6:4; 6:10-7:32,35-43; 7:46-8:18; 22:4-24:53

p82 Lk 7:32-34,37,38 (4th to 5th century)

p97 Luke 14:7-14 (6th to 7th century)

p111 (3rd century) Oxyrhynchus Luke 17:11-13, 22-23

0171 (c.300 A.D.) contains Lk 22:44-50; 22:52-56

Vaticanus [B] (325-350 A.D.), Sinaiticus [Si] (340-350 A.D.), and Alexandrinus [A] (c.450 A.D.) contain all of Luke.

0181 4th or 5th century. Luke 9-10
The Washington Codex (4th/5th century) contains all of Luke.

0182 (450 A.D.) Lk 19

Q (=026) (450 A.D.) Wolfenbuttel 5th century

T (=029) (450 A.D.) Citta del Vaticano; New York 5th century (Includes Luke 22:17-20,52,62,68; 23:11,15,16 (23:17 is absent) )
W (450 A.D.) Gospels

Cambridge 5th/6th century

Sahidic Coptic 3rd/4rth century

Bohairic Coptic 3rd/4th century

Armenian [Arm] from 5th century

Georgian [Geo] from 5th century

Ethiopic [Eth] from c.500 A.D.

Ephraemi Rescriptus [C] 5th century

Gothic 493-555 A.D.

Curetonian Syriac 4th-7th century

Sinaitic Syriac 4th-7th century

Palestinian Syriac [Syr Pal] from c.6th century

Peshitta Syriac [Syr P] 411-435 A.D. Over 350 manuscripts. 

Harclean Syriac [Syr H] 616.A.D Thomas of Harkel
There is a picture of Luke 16:16-21 from a Bodmer papyrus (c.180 A.D.) in the New International Dictionary of the Bible p.604. A photograph of part of the scroll of the Bodmer 14/15 Papyrii is in the New International Dictionary of the Bible p.706.

Up through 200 A.D. we have preserved manuscripts contained 71% of the verses of Luke (818 out of 1151 verses). They are: Luke 1:58-59; 1:52-2:1; 2:6-7; 3:8-4:2; 4:29-32; 4:34-5:10; 5:30-7:32; 7:35-39,41-43; 7:46-9:2; 9:4-17:15; 17:19-18:18; 22:4-24:53.

Q: In Lk, what are the manuscript variations with the Textus Receptus, the basis for the KJV?

A: Jay P. Green, Sr. in the Interlinear Bible records variations in approximately 264 words between the Textus Receptus and the majority text. These are in 195 places. In addition, he also records approximately 29 words (21 places) of alternates.

Q: In Lk, what are some of the manuscript variations?
A: The Gospel of Luke has a total of 19,482 Greek words in 1,151 verses. This is the count in both Aland et al. 3rd edition and Aland et al. 4th revised edition, including 116 words in brackets. The text of the 3rd edition is on-line at http://www.greekbible.com. The Gospel of Luke has an estimated word-for-word accuracy of 97.4 %, with 501 words in question. These are in 192 verses (198 places). Of the 198 places, 101 are single word, 39 are double word, and 19 are triple word.

   Below are the variations with the primary choice and the top alternate choice. Aland et al. 4th revised edition and 3rd edition, from which this primarily is based, also give a judgment of the degree of certainty per variation. The list below does not include many places where the evidence for a particular reading is so strong that the alternatives are very unlikely. See the next question for which manuscripts support which variants.
Lk 1:3 “good to me” vs. “good to me and the Holy Spirit” (some Italic, some Vulgate, Gothic) (4 words not counted in the total)

Lk 1:15 “Lord” vs. “God” (only in later manuscripts, so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 1:17 “will/shall go ahead/forth/in advance/before” vs. “will/shall go for the benefit of/alongside/in the vicinity of”

Lk 1:17 “him” vs. “The Lord” (later writer Didymus), “God” (Persian Diatessaron, Georgian) so not counted in the totals.

Lk 1:28 “The Lord is with you.” vs. “The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women” (4 words)

Lk 1:35 “born” vs. “born of you” (2 words)

Lk 1:37 “of God” vs. “with God” (2 words)

Lk 1:46 “And Mariam said” vs. “And Mary said” vs. “And Elizabeth said” Elizabeth is only in some Irenaeus, Italic (a, b, l), a manuscript of Origen, Niceta, and mentioned in the NRSV) (Irenaeus quotes this as “Mary said” in Irenaeus Against Heresies book 4 ch.7.2 p.470. Tertullians says “Elizabeth exults with joy, (for) John had leaped in her womb; Mary magnifies the Lord, (for) Christ had instigated her within.” A Treatise on the Soul ch.26 p.207)
Lk 1:66 “Lord’s” vs. “Lord’s was”

Lk 1:68 “Lord God” vs. “God”

Lk 1:70 “prophets of Him” vs. “His prophets” (word order)

Lk 1:74 “enemies” vs. “our enemies” vs. “the enemies of us” (2 words)

Lk 1:78 “before the Lord” vs. “before your God” (only Palestinian Syriac, so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 1:78 “will break/visit upon us” vs. “has broken/has visited upon us”

Lk 2:7 “the firstborn” vs. (absent) (only in the Freer Gospels so 2 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 2:9 “And” vs. “And behold”

Lk 2:11 “Christ [the] Lord” vs. “Christ and” (typo in Greek in the Freer Gospels) vs. “Lord Christ” (Diatessaron) (2 words) (Since Aland et al. (3rd edition) call this “virtually certain”, no major manuscripts have the variants, except the Diatessaron which is a harmony of the gospels, this is not counted in the totals.)

Lk 2:14 “peace among those whom he favors” vs. “peace, good will among people” (3 words)

Lk 2:15 “even the shepherds” vs. “even the men the shepherds” (2 words)

Lk 2:22 “them” vs. “him”

Lk 2:26 “the Lord’s Christ” vs. “Christ, namely God” (only in old Latin manuscript ff2, so not counted in the totals)
Lk 2:33 “the father of him and the mother” vs. “the father or him and the mother of him” vs. “Joseph and the mother of him” (3 words)

Lk 2:38 “Jerusalem” vs. “in Jerusalem” vs. “Israel” (2 words)

Lk 2:40 “increased and grew” vs. “increased and grew in spirit” (Palestinian Syriac, Harclean Syriac, Byzantine) (2 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 2:41 “his parents” vs. “both Joseph and Mary” (one late Greek manuscript and several Latin manuscripts. The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture p.56) (6 words not counted in the toals)

Lk 2:42 “they went up to the feast” vs. “his parent swent up to the feast, taking him with them.” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis and some Old Latin texts. The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture p.103 footnote 59) (3+ words not counted in the totals)

Lk 2:43 “Jesus” vs “Lord Jesus” (and word order) (Only in Palestinian Syrian Syriac so 4 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 2:43 “his parents” vs. “Joseph and his mother” (4 words)

Lk 2:48 “your father and I” vs. “your relative and I” (apparently Ephraemi Rescriptus and later mauscripts) vs. “we have been grieved” (old Italic manuscripts, Curetonian Syriac). (1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 3:1 “Tetrarch” vs. “Tetraarch” (1 letter spelling) (1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 3:4 “our God” vs. “our Lord God” (only in Parsian Diatessaron, so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 3:9 “good fruit” vs. “good fruits” (2 words)

Lk 3:19 “Tetrarch” vs. “Tetraarch” (1 letter spelling) (1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 3:21 “Jesus” vs. “the Lord” (only in uncial 0124, so not counted in the totals).

Lk 3:22 “occurred, saying” (almost all manuscripts) vs. “occurred” (only in p4, 3rd century, so not counted in the totals)
Lk 3:22 “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” (p4, Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Alexandrinus, Byzantine Lectionary, some Italic, Sahidic Coptic, Ethiopic, Georgian, Augustine) vs. “You are my Son, today I have begotten you” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis, some Italic, Justin Martyr Dialogue with Trypho ch.88 p.244; Hilary, Methodius) vs. “You are my beloved Son, today I have begotten you); Clement of Alexandria) (5 words)

Lk 3:24-38 present vs. omit (Freer Gospels 4th/5th century) so 15 verses (150 words not counted in the totals

Lk 3:32 The name “Sala” (p4, original Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, some Syriac, Sahidic Coptic) vs. “Salmon” (Alexandrinus, Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Byzantine Lectionary, some Syriac, Bohairic Coptic, Ethiopic, Georgian)

Lk 3:33 “Amminadab, son of Admin, son of Arni” vs. “Amminadab son of Aram” (3 words)

Lk 4:4 “man” vs. “man, but on every word of God” (5 words)

Lk 4:5-12 move this temptation of Jesus to follow 4:19-12 (only some Italic, Vulgate G, so not counted in the totals)

Lk 4:17 “having unrolled” vs. “having opened”

Lk 4:18 “poor” vs. “poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted” (5 words)

Lk 4:22 “Is this not the son of Joseph” vs. (absent) (only MS13) vs. “Is this not the son of Israel?” (only MS1200) (so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 4:44 “synagogues of Judea” vs. “synagogues of Judea” (synagogues is accusative vs. dative) vs. “synagogues of Galilee” vs. “synagogues of the land of the Jews” (5 words)

Lk 5:17a “who were coming out” vs. “who were coming together/assembling” vs. “were coming out” (2 words)

Lk 5:17b “was with him to heal” vs. “was present to heal them”

Lk 5:19 “Jesus” vs. “Lord Jesus” (only in Palestinian Syriac, so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 5:33 “the disciples of John” vs. “why the disciples of John” (2 words)

Lk 5:38 “is to be put” vs. “is to be put/thrown out/cast out”

Lk 5:39a “And no one after drinking old wine desires new wine, but says, ‘The old is good.” vs. the entire verse is absent in Bezae Cantabrigiensis and Irenaeus. (Since the second reading is scant support, so 12 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 5:39b Start verse 39 with “and/but/still [kai]” (original Sinaiticus, Alexandrinus, Ephraemi Rescriptus, Byzantine Lectionary, Bohairic Coptic) vs. absent (Vaticanus, Sahidic Coptic)

Lk 5:39c “the old is good” vs. “the old is better” 

Lk 6:1 “One Sabbath” vs. “The Sabbath” “On the second first Sabbath” (2 words)

Lk 6:1 “and eating …” vs. “and eating …” vs. “and eating … of him” (3 words)

Lk 6:2 “not lawful” vs. “not lawful to do”

Lk 6:4a “and gave to those” vs. “and gave even to those” (Vaticanus, Irenaeus, Sahidic Coptic, Gothic, and others have the first variant. Sinaiticus, Alexandrinus, Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Bohairic Coptic, and the Byzantine Lectionary have the second variant)

Lk 6:4b Bezae Cantabrigiensis and some Italic add 28 words here, but since this is the only evidence in Aland et al. 4th revised edition and Metzger’s Textual Comentary on the New Testament 2nd edition (called virtually certain), so not counted in the totals.

Lk 6:5 “the Sabbath” vs. “and the Sabbath”

Lk 6:10 “said” vs. “in wrath said” (2 words)

Lk 6:16 spelling of “Iscariot”

Lk 6:26 “all __ men” vs. “__ all men” The blank is the Greek word oi, which is not directly translatable in English, but roughly means “that”

Lk 6:31 “do to them likewise” vs. “also you do to them likewise” (2 words). Apparently p45(vid) would have the longer reading because the lines would be too short otherwise.

Lk 6:35 “expecting nothing in return” vs. “despairing of no one” (2 words)

Lk 6:38 “which for measure” vs. “which measure” vs. “the for same measure which” (2 words)

Lk 6:42 “How are you able to say” vs. “Or how are you able to say”

Lk 6:48 “well built” vs. “founded upon the rock” (5 words)

Lk 7:6 “to him the centurion” vs. “beloved [the] centurion” Apparently p45(vid) would have the longer reading because the lines would be too short otherwise.

Lk 7:7 “let be cured/shall be healed” (Bodmer II, Vaticanus, Coptic, others) vs. “will be cured/shall be healed” (Sinaiticus and others) (3rd person singular aorist 1 imperfect passive vs. 3rd person singular future 1 indicative passive)

Lk 7:9 “Jesus heard this” vs. “God heard this” (only in miniscule 127, so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 7:10 “slave” vs. “sick person” vs. “sick slave” (2 words)

Lk 7:11a “soon afterwards” vs. “the next day”

Lk 7:11b “disciples of Him” vs. “disciples many” vs. “disciples of Him many” (2 words)

Lk 7:16 “God” vs. “the Lord” (only in f1, and Latin manuscripts aur, c, l) (1 word not counted in the toals)

Lk 7:17 “Judea” vs. “land of the Jews” (2 words approximately)

Lk 7:19 “Lord” vs. “Jesus”

Lk 7:28a “I say” vs. “Truly I say”

Lk 7:28b “born of woman than John” vs. “born of woman prophet than John”

Lk 7:32 “we mourned” (Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Sahidic Coptic, Bohairic Coptic) vs. “we mourned to you” (Alexandrinus)

Lk 7:35 “all her children” (Vaticanus, Freer Gospels” vs. “her children” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis), “her children all” (Alexandrinus) vs. “all her works” (original Sinaiticus) (2 words)

Lk 7:39 “[a] prophet” vs. “this prophet”

Lk 7:42 “must love him” vs. “must him will love” vs. “say, must him will love” (2 words)

Lk 7:45 “I entered” (eisulthon) vs. “she entered” (eisulthen) (1 letter)
Lk 8:3 “provided for them” vs. “provided for him”

Lk 8:5 “birds” vs. “birds of heaven”

Lk 8:26 “Gerasenes” vs. “Gadarenes” vs. “Gergesenes”

Lk 8:27 “who had demons” vs. “who had demons for a long time”

Lk 8:28 “Jesus Son of the Highest God” vs. “Jesus, the highest God) (only in later manuscript 2766, so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 8:37 “Gerasenes” vs. “Gadarenes” vs. “Gergesenes”

Lk 8:39 “Jesus” vs. “God” (only some Coptic and some later Greek, so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 8:40 “him” vs. “God” (only in Sinaiticus, so 1 word not counted in the totals) (It was corrected in Sinaiticus)

Lk 8:43 “twelve years” vs. “twelve years and though she had spent all she had on physicians” (6 words)

Lk 8:44 “behind touched the border” vs. “touched behind the border”

Lk 8:45a “Peter said” vs. “Peter and those who were with him said” (4 words)

Lk 8:45b “and pressed” vs. “and saying who touched me” (4 words)

Lk 8:49 “no longer/no more trouble” vs. “not trouble”

Lk 9:1 “twelve” vs. “his twelve” vs. “his disciples” vs. “his twelve disciples” (2 words)

Lk 9:2 “to cure the sick/infirm” vs. “to cure those being sick/infirm”

Lk 9:3 “each two” vs. “two”

Lk 9.7 “Tetrarch” vs. “Tetraarch” (1 letter spelling) (1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 9:10 “into/to a city called Bethsaida” (Sinaiticus, Vaticanus) vs. “into/to a desert place belonging to the city of Bethsaida” (Byzantine Lectionary) vs. other variations (5 words)

Lk 9:20 “the Christ of God” vs. “Christ, God” (2 marks above two letters) (only in some Coptic, so 2 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 9:26 “me and my words” vs. “my and my”

Lk 9:35 “My Son, My Chosen” vs. “My Son, My Beloved”

Lk 9:47 “seeing/perceiving” vs. “having seen/perceived”

Lk 9:49 “we tried to stop/prevent” (p75(vid), Sinaiticus, Vaticanus) vs. “we forbade/prevented” (Alexandrinus, Ephraemi Rescriptus, Bezae Cantabrigiensis, freer Gospels, Byzantine Lectionary, Armenian, Ethiopic)

Lk 9:54 “consume them” vs. “consume them as Elijah did” (4 words)

Lk 9:55-56 “rebuked them” vs. “rebuked them, and said, ‘you do not know what spirit you are of, for the Son of Man has not come to destroy the lives of human beings but to save them’” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Italic d, Georgian, Chrysostom) (20 words)

Lk 9:59 “Lord allow” vs. “allow”

Lk 9:62a “said but to him Jesus” vs. “said but Jesus to him said” (1 word in order)

Lk 9:62b “hand upon the plow” vs. “his hand upon the plow”

Lk 10:1a “others” vs. “also/and others”

Lk 10:1b “seventy” vs. “seventy-two”

Lk 10:15 “you (singular) will come down” vs. “you will be brought down” (the only difference is active vs. passive)

Lk 10:17 “seventy” vs. “seventy-two”

Lk 10:21 “rejoiced in the Holy Spirit” vs. “rejoiced in the spirit”

Lk 10:22 “all” vs. “and turning to the disciples he said, all” (6 words)

Lk 10:32 “Levite being at” … (absent) vs. “Levite at” … “coming” (2 words)
Lk 10:38 “received him” vs. “received him into the house” vs. “received him into your house” (4 houses)

Lk 10:42a different words for troubled.

Lk 10:42b “is need of only one thing” vs. “few things are necessary” vs. “is need of only one” (approximately 5 words)

Lk 11:2a “saying” vs. “saying” followed by Mt 6:7 (Only in Bezae Cantabrigiensis, so 17 words not counted in the totals)
Lk 11:2b “Father” vs. “our Father” vs. “Our Father in heaven” (5 words)

Lk 11:2c “your kingdom come” vs. “your kingdom come, your will be done”, vs. “your kingdom come, may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” vs. “your Holy Spirit come upon us and cleanse us.” (8 words)

Lk 11:2d “mon” (p75, Vaticanus, some Vulgate, Curetonian Syraic, Sinaitic Syriac, Armenian, Diatessaron, Origen) vs. “mon genuthutu to theluma mon” some Vulgate?, Sahidic Coptic, Bohairic Coptic?, Georgian (5 words)

Lk 11:4 “temptation/time of trial” vs. “temptation/time of trial, but rescue us from the evil/evil one” (6 words)

Lk 11:10 “it will be opened” vs. “it is opened”

Lk 11:11a “asks for a fish” vs. “asks for bread, will give a stone; or if you child asks for a fish” (6 words)

Lk 11:11b “and instead of a fish” vs. “not instead of a fish”

Lk 11:12 “will he give” vs. “not will he give”

Lk 11:13a “the Father” vs. “our Father”

Lk 11:13b “Holy Spirit” vs. “Holy Spirit from heaven” vs. “good Spirit”
Lk 11:14 “demon and it was mute” vs. “demon mute” (3 words)

Lk 11:23 “scatters” vs. “scatters me” (The second is in the original Sinaiticus, Bohairic Coptic, and Ephraemi Rescriptus)

Lk 11:24 “then/at that time says” vs. “says”

Lk 11:25 “swept (adjective)” vs. “unoccupied (adjective)”

Lk 11:33 “cellar” vs. “under the bushel basket” vs. (absent) (4 words)

Lk 11:42 “These things you should do and those not to be leaving aside” vs. “not to be leaving aside” (5 words)

Lk 11:48 “you build” vs. “you build their tombs” (2 words)

Lk 12:1 “leaven, which is hypocrisy, of the Pharisees” vs. “leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy” (2 words)

Lk 12:9 entire verse is absent in p45. 13 words not counted in the totals) This scribe was not a professional though. For example, at Acts 15:7 the scribe lost his place and repeated from Acts 15:2.

Lk 12:11 “how” vs. “how or what” (2 words)

Lk 12:14 “judge/critic” vs. “judge” (different Greek words

Lk 12:20 “they demand” (Sinaiticus Alexandrinus, Freer Gospels, Byzantine Lectionary, italic b, Vulgate, (Armenian), Clement of Alexandria, Origen? vs. “they charge” (three letters less) p75, B, 

Lk 12:21 “this is he who treasures up for himself, is not rich toward God” vs. verse 21 is absent (only in Bezae Cantabrigiensis) (9 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 12:22 “his disciples” vs. “disciples”

Lk 12:27 “lilies, how they grow: they neither toil/work/labor nor spin” vs. “lilies; they neither spin nor weave” (5 words)

Lk 12:31 “his kingdom” vs. “God’s kingdom” (2 words)

Lk 12:39 “he would not have let” vs. “he would have watched and not have let” (3 words)

Lk 12:56 “these you do not know to discern” vs. “you do not know to discern” vs. “these do not discern” vs. “the earth you know to discern” (2 words)

Lk 13:7 “cut it down” vs. “cut it down therefore”

Lk 13:9 “if indeed it makes fruit; in the future you may cut it down” vs. “if indeed it makes fruit; but if not, in the future you may cut it down” (4 words)

Lk 13:19 “became into a great tree” vs. “became a great tree”

Lk 13:27a “I am telling you” vs. “I tell you” (1 letter difference in 1 word)

Lk 13:27b “I do not know from” vs. “I do not know you from”

Lk 13:35a “left to you” (most manuscripts) vs. “left to you desolate” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis and a few others)

Lk 13:35b “until the time comes when you say” vs. “until you say”

Lk 14:5 “donkey or an ox” vs. “child or an ox”

Lk 14:17 “they are ready” vs. “they are ready” (the second is an infinitive, which is like an English active voice in this context) vs. “they are all ready” (2 words)

Lk 14:27 present vs. entire verse is absent (Siniatic Syriac, apparently Bohairic Coptic so 15 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 15:1 “all” vs. (absent)

Lk 15:16 “filled himself with” vs. “filled his stomach with”

Lk 15:21 “son” vs. “son. Treat/Make me as one of your hired servants/men” (7 words)
Lk 16:12 “being yours” vs. “being ours”

Lk 16:14 “these things all” vs. “all these things”

Lk 16:19a “And there was” vs. “And he proposed another parable to them. And there was” (only in Bezae Cantabrigiensis and similar in Curetonian Syriac, so 5 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 16:19b Only p75 named the rich man the name Neuys or “foolish”, and Nineues in Sahidic Coptic, so 1 word not counted in the totals. Sahidic Coptic names the man “Ninevah”. See Manuscripts of the Greek Bible p.68 and The Semitic Background of the New Testament p.163 for more info.

Lk 16:21a “that were falling” vs. “the crumbs that were falling”

Lk 16:21b “rich one” vs. “rich one and no one gave to him” (only in some Italic, Clementine Vulgate, apparently in Palatine Syriac (like Lk 15:16), so 4 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 16:22-23 “buried. And in Hades” (p75, corrected Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Alexandrinus, Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Freer Gospels, Byzantine Lectionary, many others) vs. “buried in Hades” (original Sinaiticus) (since the support for the second is scant, this is not counted in the totals.)

Lk 17:3 “brother should sin” (Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Alexandrinus, Freer Gospels, Clement of Alexandria) vs. “brother should sin against you” (Byzantine Lectionary, others) (2 words)

Lk 17:9 “commanded” vs. “commanded of him”

Lk 17:23a “behold there, behold here” vs. “behold here, behold there” (2 words)

Lk 17:23b “nor follow” vs. “nor will follow” (2nd plural aorist 1 subjunctive active vs. 2nd plural future indicative active) (1 letter difference in Greek)

Lk 17:24 “so will the Son of Man be in his day” vs. “so will the Song of Man be” (4 words)

Lk 17:33 “seeks his [own] soul to preserve/save” vs. “seeks his [own] soul to save”

Lk 17:36 “two will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.” (in Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Diatessaron) vs. all of verse 36 is absent in the Alexandrian manuscripts and Byzantine Lectionary. (9 words)

Lk 18:11 “to himself these things” vs. “these things to himself”

Lk 18:24 “Jesus having become very grieved said” vs. “Jesus said” (2 words)

Lk 18:25 “camel” kamelov vs. kamilon (1 word) only in Armenian (Georgian)) 1 word not counted in the totals.

Lk 19:15 “each gained by trading” vs. “each had gained by trading” vs. “what each had gained by trading” (2 words)

Lk 19:25 “And they said to him, “Lord, he has ten minas” vs. the entire verse is absent in Bezae Cantabrigiensis and others. (7 words)

Lk 19:38 “the coming one the king” vs. “the coming one [the] king” vs. “the king” (2 words)

Lk 19:42a “at least this day and you” vs. “and you in this day” vs. “at least in this day you” (4 words)

Lk 19:42b “for peace” vs. “for your peace”

Lk 19:45 “them selling” vs. “them selling in it and buying” (4 words) (Aland + Green)

Lk 19:45 “and is my house [not] a house of prayer” vs. “my house is a house of prayer” (3 words) (Aland + Green)

Lk 20:9 “A certain man planted a vineyard” vs. “A man planted a vineyard”

Lk 20:20 “watching carefully/intensely” vs. “looking over carefully/intensely” vs. “looking toward carefully/intensely” (The last variant is first found in the Freer Gospels (5th century)

Lk 20:26 “him speech” vs. “the speech”

Lk 20:27 “those speaking against a resurrection not to be” vs. “those speaking a resurrection not to be” (The meaning is the same either way, as in Greek a double negative means a stronger negative.)

Lk 20:34 “marry and given in marriage” vs. “given in marriage and marry” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis, some Italic) (2 words) (Since the evidence for the second reading is scant, this is not counted in the totals)

Lk 20:36 “they can anymore” (Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Alexandrinus, Byzantine Lectionary, Sahidic Coptic) vs. “they do anymore” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Freer Gospels, a few others)

Lk 20:42 “Lord” vs. “The Lord” (Sinaiticus, Freer Gospels, Byzantine manuscripts)

Lk 20:45 “the disciples” vs. “his disciples”

Lk 21:4 “gifts” vs. “gifts to God” (2 words)

Lk 21:6 “stone on stone” (second stone is singular dative vs. singular genitive)

Lk 21:11 “and from Heaven signs great will be” vs. “and signs from Heaven great will be” vs. “and signs great from Heaven will be” vs. “from Heaven and signs great will be” (2 words)

Lk 21:19 “you (plural) gain” vs. “you (plural) will gain” (aorist 1 imperative vs. future indicative)

Lk 21:35 “as a trap/snare it will come for” vs. “as a trap/snare for it will come” (2 words)

Lk 21:38 “him” vs. “him” plus John 7:53-8:11. Only in f13 family, so not counted in the totals.
Lk 22:16 “not eat it” vs. “never eat it again” (3 words)

Lk 22:17-20 lack parts of 19b-20 in Bezae Cantabrigiensis 5th/6th century and some Italic (4th to 5th century) (approximately 38 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 22:31 “Simon” (p75, Vaticanus, Sahidic Coptic, Bohairic Coptic) vs. “replied/told and the Lord Simon” (unsure about the translation) (Sinaiticus, Alexandrinus, Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Byzantine Lectionary) (4 words)

Lk 22:43-44 “And an angel from Heaven appeared to Him, strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed more intently. And His sweat became as drops of blood falling down onto the earth” [Green’s literal translation] vs. both verses are absent (26 words) (p69, p75, first corrector of Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Freer Gospels)

Lk 22:52 “Jesus” vs. “__ Jesus” __ is the Greek particle “o” which does not have a direct counterpart in English.

Lk 22:62 “And going outside Peter wept bitterly” vs. the entire verse is absent (only some Italic, so 5 words not counted in the totals
Lk 22:68 “in no way will you answer me” vs. “in no way will you answer me or let me go” (3 words)

Lk 23:2 “perverting our nation” vs. “perverting our nations and abolishing the law and the prophets” (Marcion, many Italic, some Vulgate) (7 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 23:5 (absent) vs. “and he alienates our sins and wives from us, for he is not baptized as we are” (Marcion, Italic c) vs. “for they are not baptized as also we are, nor do they purify themselves (Italic e (5th century)) (7 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 23:11 “and __ Herod” vs. “__ Herod” vs. “Herod” The __ is a Greek word “o” which is a particle not readily translated into English (2 words)

Lk 23:15 “sent up for you to him” vs. “sent up to him for you” (3 words)

Lk 23:17 The entire verse is absent (Bodmer 14,15, Sinaiticus, Alexandrinus vs. include (Vaticanus) (8 words) Add after verse 19

Lk 23:19 sedition/insurrection” vs. “disorder” (Vaticanus, Ciasca’s Diatessaron) vs. “division (Borgia Diatessaron) (From the Ante-Nicene Fathers vol.9 p.120 (1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 23:23 “of them” vs. “of them and other the chief priests” (3 words)

Lk 23:32 (absent) vs. names the robbers “Joathas and Maggatras” (only in Italic l (Rehdigeranus (7th/8th century), so 3 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 23:34 “Then Jesus said, ‘Father forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” (original Sinaiticus, Alexandrinus, Ephraemi Recriptus, Italic, Vulgate, most Syriac) vs. absent in many Alexandrian manuscripts (12 words) (p75, Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Freer Gospels, Siniatic Syriac, Sahidic Coptic, Bohairic Coptic, Italic a (=Latin a))
Lk 23:35 “his elect” vs. (absent) only in two very late manuscripts, so 2 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 23:38 “him” vs. “him written” vs. “him, written in Greek and Latin and Hebrew” (7 words)

Lk 23:42 “into your kingdom” vs. “come with your kingly power” (3 words approximately)

Lk 23:45 “sun was eclipsed/stopped shining” vs. “sun was darkened” vs. “darkened the sun” (3 words)

Lk 23:48 “beating their breasts” vs. “beating their breasts and their foreheads” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis (3 words not counted in the totals)

Lk 23:53 “yet been laid.” vs. ‘yet been laid. And he rolled a great stone before the door of the tomb” (only in late manuscripts such as U (9th century) so not counted in the totals) vs. even longer (Bezae Cantabrigiensis)

Lk 24:1-2 (absent) vs. “and they [the women] were pondering in themselves, who will roll away the stone.’ And when they had come they found” (Bezae Cantabrigiensis, Italic C (7th/8th century), 0124 (6th century) Sahidic Coptic (3rd/4th century) (12 words not counted in the totals)
Lk 24:3 “body of the Lord Jesus” vs. “body of Jesus” vs. “body” (3 words)

Lk 24:5 “dead?” vs. “dead? He is not here, but has risen.” (5 words)

Lk 24:6 “but was raised” vs. “was raised”

Lk 24:9 “returning from the tomb” vs. “returning” (3 words)

Lk 24:10 “they were/ Now it was” vs. “She was also” 

Lk 24:12 Include verse 12 (Bodmer, Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, Alexandrinus) vs. verse 12 is absent (Bezae Cantabrigiensis) (21 words)

Lk 24:13 “60 stadia” vs. “160 stadia”

Lk 24:17 “stood still, looking sad?” vs. “walk along, looking sad?”

Lk 24:18 (absent) vs. a gloss in the margin in ninth century manuscripts.

Lk 24:19 spelling of “Nazarene” vs. “Nazorene”

Lk 24:26 “glory” vs. “kingdom” (only in p75 so not counted in the totals)
Lk 24:32a “burning” vs. “veiled” vs. “troubled” vs. “destroyed” vs. “heavy”

Lk 24:32b “within/in us as he spoke to us” vs. “as he spoke to us” (3 words)

Lk 24:36a “peace to you” vs. “Peace to you, I am not a terror?” vs. (absent) (3 words)
Lk 24:36b “spirit” vs. “phantasm/ghost” (only Bezae Cantabrigiensis so 1 word not counted in the totals)

Lk 24:37 “spirit” vs. “ghost (Marcion, Bezae Cantabrigiensis) (1 word not counted in the totals

Lk 24:40 “And saying this he [Jesus] showed them the hands and feet” vs. the entire verse is absent. (10 words) (Only in Bezae Cantabrigiensis, some Italic, Sinaitic Syriac, Curetonian Syriac) (perhaps should not be counted in the totals, but it is)

Lk 24:42 “a fish partly broiled” vs. “a fish partly broiled and from honeycomb” (3 words)

Lk 24:47a “to” vs. “and”

Lk 24:47b “beginning” (nominative plural masculine part. Aorist 1 middle voice vs. accusative singular neuter part. Aorist 1 middle voice)

Lk 24:49 “and behold I” vs. “Well I”

Lk 24:51 “He withdrew from them and was carried into Heaven” (p75, Vaticanus, Sahidic, Bohairic, Augustine 2 places, Armenian, Byzantine) vs. “He withdrew from them” (original Sinaiticus, Bezae, Italic, Augustine in 1 place) (5 words)

Lk 24:52 “worshipped him and returned” vs. “worshipped and returned” vs. “returned” (2 words)

Lk 24:53a “blessing” vs. “praising” vs. “praising and blessing” (3 words)

Lk 24:53b Add “amen” at the end. (Some later manuscripts have 5 words, “Amen. The according to Luke glad tidings.” Yes, there is no word between “The” and “according” as Berry’s translation shows.) (count as 1 word)
Bibliography for this question: The Greek New Testament Third Edition by Kurt Aland et al., The Greek New Testament Fourth Edition by Kurt Aland et al., Interlinear Greek-English New Testament by George Ricker Berry, the Interlinear Bible by Jay P. Green, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary volume 8, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament 2nd edition by Bruce M. Metzger, The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture by Bart Ehrman, The Complete Text of the Earliest New Testament Manuscripts edited by Philip W. Comfort and David P. Barrett, The Expositor’s Greek Testament edited by W. Robertson Nicoll, The Semitic Background of the New Testament by Joseph A. Fitzmyer, and footnotes in the NASB, NIV, NKJV, and NRSV Bible translations. Manuscripts of the Greek Bible : An Introduction to Paleography by Bruce M. Metzger also has interesting information on the characteristics and quality of the copying of each manuscript.

This chart shows the variations of some of the manuscripts of Luke, with the one Aland et al. views as correct labeled as “1”, the next choice “2”, and so on. Corrections to manuscripts by later scribes are not included. A question mark means it is probably but not certain the manuscript had these words. Parentheses means fragmentary or hard to read. Where there is more than one number, such as “1 /2?”, this means that one or more manuscripts in the family give the first choice, and one or more manuscripts are not clear, but appear to give the second choice. A parenthesis, such as (6), means that through translation or loss of letters are not sure, but it appears to support reading 6. There are so many manuscripts and writers that they cannot all be listed here; this shows the most significant early ones.

Writers I did not include who quoted from Luke include: Marcion, , Ptolemy and Valentians according to Irenaeus, Serapion, Macrus Everita, Tertullian (Lk 11:2, etc.), Novatian, Evagrius (Lk 10:41-42, etc.) Gregory Thaumaturgus, Peter of Alexandria, Methodius (Lk 3:22, etc.), Hesychius, Adamantius, Eusebius, Eusebian Canons, Gregory of Nyssa, Possidius, Nilus, Clementina (Lk 22::34, etc.) , Mercellus, Jacobus-Justus (according to Hegesippus) (Lk 22:34, etc.), Macarius/Symeon, Speculum, ampliochius (Lk 7:39,45, etc.), Julian of Eclanum, Hesychius of Salonitan, Maximum, Ammonius of Alexnadria, Titus of BostraTyconius (Lk 3:22, etc.) Gaudentius, Chromatius, Priscillian, Jerome, Severian, Didymus, Oriesius, Cyril of Alexandria, Cyril of Jerusalem, Faustus of Mnilevis (Lk 3:22, etc.) Epiphanius of Salamis, Theodotus, Ampliachus, Quodvultdeus, Theodotus of Ancyra, Nietta, Proclus, Euschyius, Slavonic translation, Optatus (Lk 8:45; 9:49; etc. Apollinaris, Isidore, Philo or Carpasia, Caesariensis (Lk 4:17, etc.), Nestorius (Lk 4:18, etc.)
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	Place of variant
	words
	p45
	2Clem
	Justin
	Iren
	p75
	Clem A
	Hipp
	Origen
	p4
	p69
	Rebaptism
	Cyp
	0171
	B
	Si
	Sahidic
	Achemid
	Fay 
	Bohairic Copt.
	Chrysost
	Syr P
	A
	C
	W Freer
	D
	Q
	T
	Hilary
	Ital b
	Ital d
	Ital ff2
	Lucif.
	Vulgate family
	Armenian
	Georgian
	Ethiop.
	Diatess
	Syr C
	Syr Pal
	Syr H
	p3
	Syr S
	Byzant.
	Place of variant


Bold verses mean we are not sure of the correct reading; non-bold means that we are reasonably certain of the correct reading.
Legend (unfinished)
p45 = Chester Beatty I (200-225 A.D.) 1,166 verses total.  Verses in Mt, Mk, Lk, Jn and Acts.
Iren = Irenaeus of Lyons (182-188 A.D.) Clem A = Clement of Alexandria (193-217/220 A.D.)

Origen = Origen, a strange teacher (225-253/254 A.D.)
B = Vaticanus (325-350 A.D.)
Si = Sinaiticus (usually apbbreviated by Hebrew Aleph, which looks like a weird capital N). (340-350 A.D.)

A = Alexandrinus (c.450 A.D.) Mt 25:7 – Revelation with gaps
C = Ephraemi Rescriptus (5th century)
W = Freer Gospels (4th/5th century) Mt 1-28; Mk 1:1-5:16:20; Lk 1:1-24:53; Jn 5:12-14:25;16:8-21:25
D = Bezae Cantabrigiensis (c.455 A.D.) Mt 1:21-5:19; 5:21-29;;5:31-6:19; 9:3-33; 9:35-17:37a; 10:38-41a; 410:42-21:43; 21:45-23:13; 23:15-27:1; 27:13,27:15-28:20; all of Mark except 15:28; All of Luke; All of John except Jn 5:4. Some of Acts and 3 John
Q = Wolfenbuttel (5th century)

T = Citta del Vatiano, New York (5th century)

Rebapt. = Treatise on Rebaptism (c.250-258 A.D.)
Cyp = Cyprian of Carthage (c.246-258 A.D.)
Diatess = Tatian’s Diatessaron (Tatian, disciple of Justin Martyr, was an orthodox Christian who after Justin’s death joined the Encratite Gnostics. Tatian died 172 A.D.) The Diatessaron is the first known harmony of the gospels. Technically it is not a Bible manuscript, but the contents are only Bible verses. It has 853 out of 879 verses of John (97.2%).
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